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under this heading but in view of the number of persons who
may be affected as the result of neglected drains, some insurers
insist on a limit of indemnity for illness attributed to a single
cause, irrespective of the number of persons who may be affected
thereby, or limit their liability in any period of insurance.
The principal factors are the age and condition of the sanitary
arrangements and these receive treatment in Chapter XIV.
Stopcock Risks
Where such liability is not included in the ordinary policy
cover, an additional premium may be charged and an appro-
priate endorsement made on the policy.
ESTATE AGENTS
Estate agents frequently manage the properties of many of
their clients and find it convenient to arrange a single policy
to provide an indemnity in respect of accidents occasioned by
defects in any of the buildings in their charge. A policy may be
issued in the names of the estate agents, as agents for their re-
spective clients, in which event the former arranges to debit the
clients' accounts with their respective proportions of the total
premium charged. If necessary, insurers give letters or certifi-
cates to show the properties mentioned in the schedule to the
policy for the respective clients.
If a policy is issued in the joint names of the estate agents
and their clients, a higher premium may be justified since there
is the possibility of claims being brought against the agent, as
distinct from the owner, and where both are joined as defendants
in an action, additional law costs may become payable under
the policy.
PREMIUMS
Premiums for property owners' indemnities are usually based
on the number of houses and shops proposed, a fixed charge for
each being made, provided that, for houses, the number of
tenants does not exceed two. In view of present-day competi-
tion rates are very low, but higher rates are charged for shops.
For houses, an additional premium is charged if the number of
tenants exceeds two.
Minimum premiums are applied where the application of the
ordinary rates does not produce a sufficient premium to cover
the expense incidental to the issue of a policy.
Business premises, other than small shops, vary so much in the
property owners' risks attaching to them, that each needs to be
rated on its merits.

